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Mission Statement            
To provide materials 
recycling and recovery 
services to the citizens of 
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keep the public informed 
about recycling issues. 

MERCURY 
REDUCTION 
PROGRAM 

1 

COMPOST SITE 
UPDATE 

2 

COMPOST 
PRODUCTS 

2 

HOME COMPOSTER 2 

ABSOLUTELY NO 
ASHES 

3 

DRUG DISPOSAL 
PROGRAM 

3 

TIRE COLLECTION 
ENDS OCT 31 

4 

CANôT WAIT FOR 
CLEAN SWEEP 

4 

AMERICA RECYCLES 
DAY 

5 

VOLUNTEER CALL 5 

RECYCLING DEPOT 
GUIDELINES 

6 

ELECTRONIC 
NEWSLETTER 
REQUEST 

6 

SCRAP METAL 
DUMPSTER 

6 

 
  

MERCURY REDUCTION PROGRAM 
Very small amounts of mercury can do significant damage. One gram of mercury is enough 
to contaminate all the fish in a lake with a surface area of 20 acres. A typical mercury 
thermometer contains approximately 0.7 grams of mercury (700 milligrams), but larger 
thermometers can contain as much as three grams. Both short term and long term exposure 
to mercury or mercury vapors can cause serious health problems for humans and wildlife. 
Mercury affects the nervous system and can impair the way we hear, talk, see, walk, feel 
and think. Humans are exposed to mercury through contaminated air, water, food, or directly 
through the skin. 
 
Drop off items listed below at a designated mercury drop-off site. Each household will qualify 
for one free digital thermometer in exchange for any mercury fever thermometer(s) brought 
to the Manitowoc County Recycling Center, while supplies last.   
 
Guidelines: 
¶ Household devices/material only.   
¶ Items must be 7ò by 12ò or less. Oversized household items can be taken to the annual 
Household Hazardous Waste Clean Sweep event. 
¶ When transporting mercury the item must be cushioned in a sealed, non-metal 
container. 
¶ Do not open, disassemble or damage 
mercury containing devices. (That 
includes removing the mercury-filled 
ampule from old thermostats.) 
¶ Businesses can contact the Recycling 
Center about options for mercury 
disposal. 

 
Accepted Items: 
¶ Thermometers  
¶ Thermostats 
¶ Mercury switches 
¶ Manometers 
¶ Barometers 
¶ Blood pressure monitors 
¶ Dental amalgams  
¶ Bulk mercury  

Manitowoc County Recycling Center 
3000 Basswood Road, Manitowoc  
M ï F: 7 am ï 4 pm. 
For Questions call 920-683-4333 or visit:  
Recycling.manitowoccountywi.gov 

https://manitowoccountywi.gov/departments/recycling-center/
https://manitowoccountywi.gov/departments/recycling-center/
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COMPOST SITE UPDATE 
Beginning November 16 the Basswood Road and Woodland Drive 
Compost Sites will have new operating hours. The Basswood 
Road Compost Site will be open Monday-Friday, 7:00 am to 4:00 
pm and Saturday from 8:00 am until noon. Beginning November 
16, the Woodland Drive 
Compost Site will be 
closed until April 2023. 
Beginning November 1, the 
Recycling Center Main 
Office will be closed on 
Saturdays and will reopen 
on Saturdays beginning 
April 2023.  
 
Both the Basswood Road 
and Woodland Drive 
Compost Sites are available 
for drop off of acceptable yard materials during the posted hours. 
When using the compost sites drive slow and watch for traffic. It is 
advisable to avoid using the compost sites during or after heavy 
rains since they can easily become rutted and slippery. Do not use 
the compost sites outside of the posted hours. 
 
Accepted Items:  Grass, leaves, flowers, plants, pumpkins, 
fruits, vegetables, garden waste, yard clippings, brush, branches 
(not more than 6 inches in diameter or longer than 5 feet), clean 
woodchips, clean saw dust, and natural holiday trees. 
 
Unacceptable Items:  ASHES, plant pots, seedling trays, bags, 
plant tags, or anything plastic, stumps, animal waste, sod with soil, 
topsoil or dirt, rocks, gravel, lumber, garbage, large branches 
greater than 6 inches in diameter or 
longer than 5 feet. 
 
Loads may be subject to inspection by 
Recycling Center staff. Illegal dumping is 
subject to fine per Manitowoc Code 
Section 6.17. Placing unaccepted items 
in an otherwise designated recycling 
container or pile is considered illegal 
dumping and is subject to fine. The sites 
are monitored by video surveillance. If 
you have questions about a particular 
material, call 683-4333 and ask. 

 

HOME COMPOSTING  
Gardeners and homeowners, turn your household food 
scraps into rich compost for your garden or plants. Mix 
kitchen scraps and grass clipping with leaves and turn the 
pile occasionally until it breaks down. Not only does home 
composting provide excellent compost, but you can reduce 
the amount of materials going into your garbage. Large, 13-
cubic foot compost bins with locking lids are available at the 
Recycling Center for only $60.00 (tax included). 
 
Stop by the Recycling Center at any time during normal 
business hours and take a look at our floor model. 
Educational resources for home composting are available as 
well. 

 

COMPOST PRODUCTS 
Mulch and compost products are available at the Recycling 
Center Main Office during the posted office hours.  
Purchases must be made before loading. Note that the 
office hours are different than the drop off site hours.  
Loading is generally available Monday through Friday from 
7:30am to 3:30pm. Call 920-683-4333 for more info.  
 

 

RECYCLING CENTER OFFICE 
3000 Basswood Rd, Manitowoc 
Mon-Fri     7am-4pm  
Sat  8am-Noon  
(Office is closed on Saturdays  
from  Nov 1ðMarch 31) 

Fall leaves can make a 
great addition to your 
home compost pile. 
Especially if they are 
shredded with a mower.  

SCREENED COMPOST PRICES 

¶ 1 bushel:            $3.00 

¶ 1 cubic yard:      $15.00 
 
UNSCREENED COMPOST PRICES 

¶ 1 bushel:            $1.00 

¶ 1 cubic yard:       $3.00 
 
WOOD MULCH  

¶ 1 bushel:            $1.00 

¶ 1 cubic yard:       $10.00 
 
SHREDDED LEAF MULCH   

¶ 1 bushel:            $1.00 

¶ 1 cubic yard:       $10.00 
 
DELIVERY   

¶ Zone 1 (within 10mi)    $40.00 

¶ Zone 2 (over 10mi)      $65.00 

        Starting November 16é 
 

BASSWOOD COMPOST SITE 
3000 Basswood Rd, Manitowoc 
Mon-Fri      7am-4pm  
Sat          8am-Noon 

WOODLAND COMPOST SITE 
4191 Woodland Dr, Two Rivers 
CLOSED November 16 
through March 31 
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ABSOLUTELY NO ASHES  

Never dump ASHES off at the compost sites. We do not accept them. Our signs, flyer, and 

website clearly state that we do not accept them. In 2020 there were 2 fires started by people 

dumping ashes. One of those fires shut the Basswood site down for 2 days. Since we started 

citing people, the incidence of ash dumping has declined, but it does still occasionally happen. 

If you are caught dumping ashes at either compost site, you will receive a $200 citation, even if 

you didnôt see the signs or look at the guidelines. 

Sure, you may have added ashes to your garden at one time, but we do not want them in our compost site for two 

important reasons. First, even if ashes seem cool they often still contain embers that can start fires, especially after 

being crushed by vehicle tires during dry conditions. Second, ashes may contain undesirable 

chemicals from whatever was burned, and we have no way to know if it was clean wood, treated 

lumber, or worse.  

The best thing to do with your ashes is to use them at your property in your garden, or thoroughly 

douse them in water and let them sit at least a month before sending them to the landfill. If you 

have curbside pickup service, or use a municipal drop off site, be sure to check their guidelines 

too; many places do not accept ashes for fire safety reasons. 

DROP :  

¶ Unused and/or expired medications 

¶ Over-the-counter medications 

¶ Prescription medications 

¶ Pet medications 

¶ Controlled substances 

¶ Supplements 

 

 

DRUG DISPOSAL PROGRAM 
Participants should remove pills from the original container and put them in a 
ñziplockò style bag that is quart size or smaller. Pills can be mixed in one bag. 
Bring the bag to a law enforcement drug drop box.  Recycle or dispose of the 
empty pill bottles and boxes at home.  Liquids, creams, and powders stay in 
their original container with the caps tightened.   

Guidelines: 

¶ Accepted drugs include prescriptions, over the counter, pet medications, 
controlled substances, and supplements. 

¶ Place pills in a "ziplock" style bag that is quart size or less. Liquids, cremes, 
and powders can stay in the original container with caps tightened. 

¶ Pill bottles and boxes are NOT accepted. Cross out your personal 
information and dispose of them or recycle them at home. 

¶ Needles, sharps, mercury devices, chemical waste, electronic glucose 
monitors, non-medical inhalers, and personal care products like shampoo 
and cosmetics will NOT be accepted. 

¶ Households only. Businesses should call 683-4333 for disposal information. 

¶ Practice safe storage by keeping medications in a secured location. 

¶ Practice reduction by consulting with your physician about your medication 
needs. 

¶ Never share your prescriptions with another person. 

Permanent Dropbox Locations: 
 

Manitowoc County Sheriff�¶s Office:   
1025 South 9th St, Manitowoc, 8am-3:30pm M-F 
 

Manitowoc City Police Dept:   
910 Jay St, Manitowoc, 7:30am-4:30pm M-F 
 

Two Rivers Police Dept:   
1717 East Park St, Two Rivers, 8am-4:30pm M-F 
 

Kiel Police Dept:  
619 Paine St, Kiel, 7:30am-3pm M-F 
 

Mishicot Village Hall:  
511 E. Main Street, Mishicot, WI, open during Village Hall hours. 

DO NOT DROP : 

¶ Sharps (needles, syringes, lancets etc.) 

¶ Chemical waste/mercury products 

¶ Electronic glucose monitors 

¶ Non-medical inhalers 

¶ Personal care products (shampoo, etc.) 

¶ Pill bottles or boxes 

 

YES                                         

NO 
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